Regulatory B cells in allergic airways disease and asthma.
B cells have long been known to participate in both innate and adaptive immune responses by contributing to antigen presentation and by producing antigen-specific antibodies. Recent evidence shows that certain B-cell subsets can also inhibit T-cell immune responses. Like regulatory T cells (Treg), these regulatory B cells (Breg) appear to comprise several subpopulations. How Breg cells are generated and how they control immune responses in vivo are just beginning to be elucidated. Here, we provide detailed instructions for the identification, isolation, and functional characterization of Breg cells in a murine model of allergic airway disease.